Fine needle aspiration biopsy of the thoracic cage including the pleura--clinical value.
In a series comprising 122 patients with a lesion localized to the thoracic cage or pleura the value of fine needle aspiration biopsy has been analyzed. In 53 patients the cytological reports were decisive for further clinical evaluation and management. Two false negative reports were recorded. No complications occurred. Fine needle aspiration biopsy is recommended as first diagnostic step since it is well tolerated by the patients, without complication and has a fair diagnostic safety.